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Pangrac, Jerry Park, Linda Plick, Thomas
Pusel, Phillip Rangel, William Rhodes, John
Robley, Rodney Rodriguez, Christopher Ro-
mero, Reuben Sanchez, Kenneth Sheppard,
Wayne Shortridge, Walter Silva, Dennis
Sindelir, James Spears, Thomas Steinbach,
Robert Stolz, David Stout, Raymond Stroot,
Floyd Taladay, Dennis Teter, Larry
Uhlenkott, Robert Wheeler, Everett Winkler,
William Vick, Merle Wood.e

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
and withdrawals which were referred to
the appropriate committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate
proceedings.)

———

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES

REPORT OF THE VETO OF 8S.J.
RES. 23, PROVIDING FOR CON-
GRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL
UNDER CHAPTER 8 OF TITLE 5,
UNITED STATES CODE, OF A
RULE SUBMITTED BY THE ENVI-
RONMENTAL PROTECTION AGEN-
CY RELATING TO “STANDARDS
OF PERFORMANCE FOR GREEN-
HOUSE GAS EMISSIONS FROM
NEW, MODIFIED, AND RECON-
STRUCTED STATIONARY
SOURCES: ELECTRIC UTILITY
GENERATING UNITS”, RECEIVED
DURING ADJOURNMENT OF THE
SENATE ON DECEMBER 18, 2015—
PM 34

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States which was ordered to be printed
in the RECORD, spread in full upon the
Journal, and held at the desk:

———

MEMORANDUM OF DISAPPROVAL

S.J. Res. 23 is a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5 of the United
States Code of a rule submitted by the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) relating to ‘‘Standards of Per-
formance for Greenhouse Gas Emis-
sions from New, Modified, and Recon-
structed Stationary Sources: Electric
Utility Generating Units.”” This resolu-
tion would nullify EPA’s carbon pollu-
tion standards for new, modified, and
reconstructed power plants. Accord-
ingly, I am withholding my approval of
this resolution. (The Pocket Veto Case,
279 U.S. 655 (1929)).

Climate change poses a profound
threat to our future and future genera-
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tions. Atmospheric levels of carbon di-
oxide, a primary greenhouse gas, are
higher than they have been in at least
800,000 years. In 2009, EPA determined
that greenhouse gas pollution endan-
gers Americans’ health and welfare by
causing long-lasting changes in the cli-
mate that can have, and are already
having, a range of negative effects on
human health, the climate, and the en-
vironment. We are already seeing the
impacts of climate change, and estab-
lished science confirms that we will ex-
perience stronger storms, deeper
droughts, longer wildfire seasons, and
other intensified impacts as the planet
warms. The Pentagon has determined
that climate change poses immediate
risks to our national security.

Power plants are the largest source
of greenhouse gas pollution in our
country. Although we have limits on
other dangerous pollutants from power
plants, the carbon pollution standards
and the Clean Power Plan ensure that
we will finally have national standards
to reduce the amount of carbon pollu-
tion that our power plants can emit.

The carbon pollution standards will
ensure that, when we make major in-
vestments in power generation infra-
structure, we also deploy available
technologies to make that infrastruc-
ture as low-emitting as possible. By
blocking these standards from taking
effect, S.J. Res. 23 would delay our
transition to cleaner electricity gener-
ating technologies by enabling contin-
ued build-out of outdated, high-pol-
luting infrastructure. Because it would
overturn carbon pollution standards
that are critical to protecting against
climate change and ensuring the health
and well-being of our Nation, I cannot
support the resolution.

To leave no doubt that the resolution
is being vetoed, in addition to with-
holding my signature, I am returning
S.J. Res. 23 to the Secretary of the
Senate, along with this Memorandum
of Disapproval.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, December 18, 2015.

ONE HUNDRED FOURTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AT THE FIRST SESSION
Began and held at the City of Washington on
Tuesday, the sixth day of January, two
thousand and fifteen
JOINT RESOLUTION

Providing for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, of a rule submitted by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency relating to
““Standards of Performance for Greenhouse
Gas Emissions from New, Modified, and Re-
constructed Stationary Sources: Electric
Utility Generating Units’’.

Resolved by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That
Congress disapproves the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency relating to ‘‘Standards of
Performance for Greenhouse Gas Emis-
sions from New, Modified, and Recon-
structed Stationary Sources: Electric
Utility Generating Units’’ (published

January 11, 2016

at 80 Fed. Reg. 64510 (October 23, 2015)),
and such rule shall have no force or ef-
fect.
PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
ORRIN HATCH,
President of the Senate pro tempore.

———

REPORT OF THE VETO OF 8S.J.
RES. 24, PROVIDING FOR CON-
GRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL
UNDER CHAPTER 8 OF TITLE 5,
UNITED STATES CODE, OF THE
RULE SUBMITTED BY THE ENVI-
RONMENTAL PROTECTION AGEN-
CY RELATING TO ‘“CARBON POL-
LUTION EMISSION GUIDELINES
FOR EXISTING STATIONARY
SOURCES: ELECTRIC UTILITY
GENERATING UNITS”, RECEIVED
DURING ADJOURNMENT OF THE
SENATE ON DECEMBER 18, 2015—
PM 35

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States which was ordered to be printed
in the RECORD, spread in full upon the
Journal, and held at the desk:

—————

MEMORANDUM OF DISAPPROVAL

S.J. Res. 24 is a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5 of the United
States Code of a rule submitted by the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) relating to ‘‘Carbon Pollution
Emission Guidelines for Existing Sta-
tionary Sources: Electric Utility Gen-
erating Units.”” This resolution would
nullify the Clean Power Plan, the first
national standards to address climate-
destabilizing greenhouse gas pollution
from existing power plants. Accord-
ingly, I am withholding my approval of
this resolution. (The Pocket Veto Case,
279 U.S. 655 (1929)).

Climate change poses a profound
threat to our future and future genera-
tions. Atmospheric levels of carbon di-
oxide, a primary greenhouse gas, are
higher than they have been in at least
800,000 years. In 2009, EPA determined
that greenhouse gas pollution endan-
gers Americans’ health and welfare by
causing long-lasting changes in the cli-
mate that can have, and are already
having, a range of negative effects on
human health, the climate, and the en-
vironment. We are already seeing the
impacts of climate change, and estab-
lished science confirms that we will ex-
perience stronger storms, deeper
droughts, longer wildfire seasons, and
other intensified impacts as the planet
warms. The Pentagon has determined
that climate change poses immediate
risks to our national security.

The Clean Power Plan is a tremen-
dously important step in the fight
against global climate change. It is
projected to reduce carbon pollution
from power plants by 32 percent from
2005 levels by 2030. It builds on progress
States and the power sector are al-
ready making to move toward cleaner
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